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(57) ABSTRACT

An arrangement is provided for feeding in HF current for
rotatable tubular cathodes in a vacuum chamber of a plasma
coating system as well as a high frequency current source.
Located inside the tubular cathode is a magnet arrangement
that extends along said tubular cathode for generating a
magnetic field. The arrangement enables a low loss infeed of
HF current, so that a particularly homogeneous sputter
removal from the tubular cathode is guaranteed. The HF
current source is coupled to the tubular cathode inside the
vacuum chamber by a capacitive infeed of HF current in the
form of a coupling capacitor. The coupling capacitor
includes a part of the surface of the tubular cathode and a
metal plate or metal film that surrounds the tubular cathode,
at least partially, at a specified distance.

11 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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ASSEMBLY FOR FEEDING IN HF CURRENT
FOR TUBULAR CATHODES

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a national stage filing under section
371 of International Application No. PCT/EP2012/072235
filed on Nov. 9, 2012, and published in German on May 16,
2013 as WO 2013/068524 A1 and claims priority of German
patent application No. 10 2011 086 111.4 filed on Nov. 10,
2011, the entire disclosure of these applications being
hereby incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND ART

The invention relates to an arrangement for feeding in
high frequency (HF) current for rotatable tubular cathodes in
a vacuum chamber of a plasma coating system as well as a
high frequency current source and, located inside said tubu-
lar cathode, a stationary magnet arrangement that extends
along said tubular cathode, in order to fulfill the objective of
generating a magnetic field.

Rotatable tubular cathodes usually consist of a support
tube and a target shell, which surrounds said support tube,
and are used in plasma coating systems for coating predomi-
nantly substrates having a large surface area in a vacuum
chamber. During the coating process in the vacuum chamber
the substrates, such as plates, sheets or wide metal strips or
wide plastic strips or films, pass at a specified distance
beneath the tubular cathode. Hence, the length of such
tubular cathodes can easily amount to several meters. The
HF current that is required to ignite a plasma between the
tubular cathode and an anode (substrate) is fed to the tubular
cathode over commutator systems with carbon brushes or
other sliding contacts and, in particular, outside or inside the
vacuum chamber. Furthermore, a stationary magnet arrange-
ment, which extends over the entire length of the tubular
cathode, is also located in the tubular cathode and, thus, does
not rotate with the tubular cathode.

Working on the aforesaid, the DE 20 2002 005 011 Ul
shows such a current infeed for a tubular cathode outside the
vacuum chamber, wherein said current infeed extends into
the vacuum chamber by means of a vacuum tight rotary
feedthrough. The tubular cathode is mounted only on one
side and, in particular, on the side of the rotary feedthrough.
The disadvantage here is that in the course of feeding in the
HF current the vacuum feedthrough is subjected, in particu-
lar, to thermal loading due to the eddy currents, which are
generated, and, as a result, can begin to leak over time.

Moreover, longer tubular cathodes have to be mounted or
rather supported at both ends (DE 10 2006 017 455 A1), in
order to guarantee a uniform distance from the substrate
over the entire length of said tubular cathodes.

US 2002 0189 939 A1 discloses an infeed of alternating
current for tubular cathodes by way of carbon brushes,
wherein this alternating current infeed is located inside the
vacuum chamber. However, the problem here is that the
abrasive wear resulting from the carbon brushes can con-
taminate the vacuum, so that the vacuum chamber has to be
cleaned on a regular basis or even during the sputtering
process.

However, both embodiments have the problem that when
an HF current is fed in, the current propagates primarily by
means of surface conduction to the surface of the tubular
cathode, but at a current density that is locally quite differ-
ent. Thus, the current density in the vicinity of the infeed
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point is particularly high, whereas at the other end of the
tubular cathode a lower current density is observed. The
result is a non-homogeneous sputter removal.

In addition and beyond the above described problem,
commutator systems with carbon brushes are suitable only
to a limited extent for the implementation of an infeed of
high frequency current.

At this point the object of the present invention is to
provide an arrangement that is designed for feeding in a HF
current for tubular cathodes and that enables a uniform
infeed of the HF current, so that a particularly homogeneous
sputter removal from the tubular cathode is guaranteed.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF INVENTION

This engineering object is achieved by means of an
arrangement of the type described in the introductory part of
the specification in that the high frequency current source is
coupled to the tubular cathode inside the vacuum chamber
by means of a capacitive infeed of HF current in the form of
a coupling capacitor.

The coupling capacitor of the HF infeed consists of a part
of the surface of the tubular cathode and a metal plate or
metal film that surrounds the tubular cathode at least par-
tially at a specified distance.

In order to achieve a maximum capacitance of the cou-
pling capacitor, the metal plate or metal film extends more
or less over the entire free length of the tubular cathode in
the vacuum chamber.

In continuation of the invention, the metal plate or metal
film has the shape of a semi-cylinder that is arranged at a
uniform specified distance from the tubular cathode.

The semi-cylinder is located diametrically opposite the
magnet arrangement in the tubular cathode. Thus, on the one
hand, a maximum capacitance of the coupling capacitor is
ensured; and, on the other hand, the sputtering process is not
impeded by the coupling capacitor.

The distance between the tubular cathode and the metal
plate or metal film or more specifically the semi-cylinder
amounts to a few millimeters and preferably approximately
2 mm.

In one embodiment of the invention the gap between the
tubular cathode and the metal plate or metal film is adjust-
able. This feature makes it possible to make a readjustment
as function of the decreasing diameter of the tubular target
due to the wear caused by particle removal, so that the
capacitance of the HF infeed can be kept largely constant
during the service life of the tubular target.

Furthermore, the HF infeed is provided with a shielding
on the rear side by means of dark field shielding.

Between the rear side of the metal plate or metal film and
the shielding there is an insulation that is made of a synthetic
plastic material with sufficient flexural rigidity and that
reduces at the same time a reactive current. In addition, the
insulation material serves to increase the mechanical stabil-
ity of the infeed of HF current, so that a uniform distance
from the tubular target is guaranteed over the entire length
and width of said HF infeed.

The shielding is connected to ground.

In an alternative embodiment of the invention the HF
infeeds are provided analogously in each instance at the two
ends of the tubular cathode.

In an additional alternative embodiment of the invention,
the HF infeeds are provided at both ends of the tubular
cathode in the form of metallic sleeves.
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The coupling capacitor of the infeed is a component of the
matching network of the HF power supply.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING FIGURES

The invention will be explained in more detail below by
means of one exemplary embodiment. The accompanying
drawings show in:

FIG. 1 in schematic form an end view of the HF infeed in
accordance with the invention; and

FIG. 2 a simplified equivalent circuit diagram of the HF
infeed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a tubular cathode 1, consisting of a support
tube 2 and a target shell 3, in a vacuum chamber 4. The target
shell 3 may be pushed onto the support tube 2 or can be cast
integrally with said support tube or can be fastened to said
support tube in some other way. During the sputtering
process, material is removed from this target shell 3 and is
deposited on a substrate 5, which passes beneath the tubular
cathode 1 and which is shown here in schematic form as a
strip. For this purpose it is necessary, on the one hand, to
ignite a plasma in the vacuum chamber 4. In order to ignite
this plasma, an HF current is fed, for example, into the
tubular cathode 1; and, on the other hand, a magnetic field
6 is generated, in order to focus the plasma 6 in the direction
of the substrate 5. It goes without saying that the length of
the tubular cathode 1 has to be equivalent to at least the
width of the substrate 5.

The required magnetic field 6 is generated by means of a
magnet arrangement 7 inside the tubular cathode 1 that is
located opposite the substrate 5. In order for the magnet
arrangement 7 to continue to remain stationary even in the
event that the tubular cathode 1 is rotating, i.e. the magnet
arrangement does not rotate with said tubular cathode, said
magnet arrangement is fastened to an axis of rotation 8,
about which the tubular cathode 1 also rotates, and maintains
this position of the magnet arrangement 7 even if the tubular
cathode 1 is rotating.

The HF current is fed into the tubular cathode 1 by way
of a capacitive infeed 9 of the HF current that consists of a
part of the surface of the tubular cathode 1 and a metal plate
or metal film 10, forming a coupling capacitor 18. The metal
plate or metal film 10 has the shape of a semi-cylinder. This
metal plate or metal film 10 surrounds approximately half of
the rotatable tubular cathode 1 on the side of the tubular
cathode 1 that lies diametrically opposite the magnet
arrangement 7. The distance between the metal plate or
metal film 10 and the tubular cathode 1 should be a few
millimeters, preferably approximately 2 mm. In this arrange-
ment the coupling capacitance of the coupling capacitor 18
of the HF infeed 9 is equivalent to half of the coaxial
capacitance.

In the case of a large tubular cathode that has a conductive
target and the following output data

length of the tubular cathode: 2,000 mm

distance: 2 mm

outside diameter: 133 . . . 140 mm,
the coupling capacitance of the HF infeed is 3.9 nF. In the
case of an L circuit, the magnitude of the series capacitance
16 is, in general, 12 . . . 500 pF. Hence, in the equivalent
circuit (series circuit of series capacitance 16 and coupling
capacitance 18) the net result is a total output capacitance of
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12 ... 443 pF. Thus, the total capacitance is determined by
the distance between the metal plate or the metal film 10 and
the tubular cathode 1.

Similar values are obtained for non-conductive targets in
the millimeter range with high relative permittivity, such as
aluminum oxide.

In order to achieve a maximum capacitance of the cou-
pling capacitor, which is formed between the metal plate or
the metal film 10 and the tubular cathode 1, the metal plate
or the metal film 10 should extend more or less over the
entire free length of the tubular cathode 1 inside the vacuum
chamber 1.

By positioning the HF infeed 9 according to the drawing
above the tubular cathode 1, it is ensured that the sputtering
process will not be impeded by the HF infeed 9.

Furthermore, the metal plate or metal film 10 of the HF
infeed 9 is surrounded on its rear side, i.e. the side facing
away from the tubular cathode 1, by a shielding 11 by means
of dark field shielding.

Between the rear side of the metal plate or metal film 10
and the shielding 11 there is an insulation 12, so that the
result is a type of sandwich arrangement that at the same
time reduces a reactive current. The insulation 12 is made of
a suitable synthetic plastic material with sufficient mechani-
cal stability, so that in the case of particularly long HF
infeeds 9 sagging of said HF infeed can be largely avoided.
This feature is necessary in order to ensure a uniform
distance between the target shell 3 and the metal plate or the
metal film 10 over the entire length of the tubular cathode 1
and, thus, to guarantee a uniform infeed of the HF current.

The shielding 11 is connected to ground 13. In addition,
the insulation 12 between the metal plate or the metal film
10 and the shielding 11 is used to increase the mechanical
stability of the HF infeed 9.

The metal plate or metal film 10 of the HF infeed 9 is
connected by means of a matching network 20 to an HF
current source 14, which is located outside the vacuum
chamber 4.

The above described HF infeed 9 guarantees a sufficiently
uniform, low loss infeed of the HF current into the tubular
cathode 1.

During the sputtering process, material is constantly
removed from the target shell 3, so that the diameter of said
target shell decreases continuously. This in turn would result
in a decrease in the capacitance between the metal plate or
metal film 10 and the tubular cathode 1, i.e., the target shell
3. The result is an increasing reactance for the infeed of the
HF current, which can be adjusted only to a limited extent
by means of the matching network 20.

In order to counteract this situation, the gap between the
tubular cathode 1 and the metal plate or metal film 10 is
adjustable. This feature makes it possible to readjust the HF
infeed 9, as a function of the decreasing diameter of the
target shell 3, with respect to the tubular target 1. For this
purpose only the change in the infeed impedance has to be
measured directly or indirectly and has to be kept, for
example, constant at approximately 2 mm in accordance
with the distance between the metal plate or metal film 10
and the target shell 3.

In an alternative embodiment of the invention, HF infeeds
9 are provided in each case at the two ends of the tubular
cathode 1. For this purpose metal plates or metal films 10,
which are formed as a semi-cylinder, are disposed in the end
regions of the tubular cathode 1. Each of these metal plates
or metal films is provided, as described above, with a
shielding 11 and in-between with an insulation 12. As a
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result, the larger central part of the tubular cathode 1 is not
covered in part by an HF infeed, i.e. is exposed.

The infeeding of the HF current is performed starting
from the two HF infeeds 9, which can also be readjusted, as
described above, as a function of the decrease in the diam-
eter of the target shell 3.

As an alternative, HF infeeds can also be provided at both
ends of the tubular cathode 1 in the form of metallic sleeves,
each of which is connected to the HF current source 14.
Since in this case no material can be removed from the target
shell in the region of the two metal sleeves, there is also no
need to have to change the distance between the metal
sleeves and the target shell 3 of the tubular cathode 1. The
capacitance between the metal sleeves and the target shell 3
stays largely constant during the service life of the target
shell 3.

FIG. 2 shows a simplified equivalent circuit diagram of
the HF infeed with the HF power supply 14, the matching
network 20, consisting of a series capacitance 16, a parallel
capacitance 15 and a coil 17, as well as a schematic
equivalent circuit diagram 19 for the plasma. The coupling
capacitor 18 of the HF infeed 9 can also be used as a
capacitor of the matching network or can replace or expand
said capacitor of the matching network.

The invention claimed is:

1. An arrangement for feeding in HF current for a rotat-
able tubular cathode serving as a sputtering target in a
vacuum chamber of a plasma coating system, the rotatable
tubular target comprising a support tube supporting a target
shell, the target shell comprising target material to be
removed during sputtering and deposited on a substrate, in
combination with a high frequency current source and a
matching network and, located inside said tubular cathode,
a stationary magnet arrangement that extends along said
tubular cathode, wherein the HF current source is coupled
via the matching network to the tubular cathode inside the
vacuum chamber by a coupling capacitor, the coupling
capacitor consisting of a part of a surface of the tubular
cathode and a metal plate or metal film surrounding approxi-
mately half of the rotatable tubular cathode at a specified
distance from said surface, wherein the metal plate or metal
film extends substantially over an entire free length of the
tubular cathode inside the vacuum chamber, and wherein the
metal plate or metal film is located diametrically opposite
the stationary magnet arrangement so as not to impede
sputtering of the target material of the target shell, and
wherein the coupling capacitor serves as a capacitor of the
matching network or the coupling capacitor replaces a
capacitor of the matching network at the same time as
serving as a capacitive infeed of HF current to the rotatable
tubular cathode, and wherein the specified distance is read-
justed during sputtering as a function of decreasing diameter
of'the tubular cathode due to removal of target material from
the target shell.

2. Arrangement, as claimed in claim 1, wherein the metal
plate or metal film has a semi-cylinder shape that is arranged
at a uniform specified distance from the tubular cathode.
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3. Arrangement, as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
specified distance comprises approximately 2 mm.

4. Arrangement, as claimed in claim 1, wherein the metal
plate or metal film is provided with a dark field shielding.

5. Arrangement, as claimed in claim 4, wherein an insu-
lation is arranged between the metal plate or metal film and
the shielding, the insulation reducing reactive current while
simultaneously ensuring a uniform specified distance over
an entire length and width of the coupling capacitor.

6. Arrangement, as claimed in claim 4, wherein the
shielding is connected to ground.

7. An arrangement for feeding in HF current for a rotat-
able tubular cathode serving as a sputtering target in a
vacuum chamber of a plasma coating system, the rotatable
tubular cathode comprising a support tube supporting a
target shell, the target shell comprising target material to be
removed during sputtering and deposited on a substrate, in
combination with a high frequency current source and a
matching network and, located inside said tubular cathode,
a stationary magnet arrangement that extends along said
tubular cathode, wherein the HF current source is coupled
via the matching network to the tubular cathode inside the
vacuum chamber by a coupling capacitor, the coupling
capacitor comprising a part of a surface of the tubular
cathode and a metal plate or metal film that surrounds the
tubular cathode at least partially at a specified distance from
said surface, wherein the metal plate or metal film is
provided only at both ends of the tubular cathode so as to not
impede sputtering of the target material of the target shell,
and wherein the coupling capacitor serves as a capacitor of
the matching network or the coupling capacitor replaces a
capacitor of the matching network at the same time as
serving as a capacitive infeed of the HF current to the
rotatable tubular cathode, and wherein the specified distance
is readjusted during sputtering as a function of decreasing
diameter of the tubular cathode due to removal of target
material from the target shell.

8. Arrangement, as claimed in claim 7, wherein the metal
plate or metal film provided only at both ends of the tubular
cathode comprises sleeves fully surrounding the ends of the
tubular cathode.

9. Arrangement, as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
coupling capacitor is a component of the matching network
of the HF power supply, the matching network further
comprising a capacitor and a coil in series with the coupling
capacitor, and a parallel capacitor.

10. Arrangement, as claimed in claim 5, wherein the
insulation comprises a synthetic plastic material sandwiched
between the metal plate or metal film and the dark field
shielding.

11. Arrangement, as claimed in claim 7, wherein the metal
plate or metal film has a semi-cylinder shape and is sur-
rounded on a rear side facing away from the tubular cathode
by dark field shielding, with insulation sandwiched between
the rear side of the metal plate or metal film and the shielding
reducing a reactive current.
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